Annapolis Branch 24, Fleet Reserve Association

Minutes of the Branch Meeting

Tuesday, 08 March 2011
President Hoover called the meeting to order at 1903.

MAA tended to the unfurling of the colors and Chaplain invoked the blessing of God. Shipmates recited the Pledge of Allegiance to Our Flag and the Preamble to the Constitution of the Fleet Reserve Association.

Branch 24 Shipmates were initiated: Valeria Rylander and Dewey Mauldin.  Welcome aboard!

Minutes of the preceding meeting (February) were provided to the Shipmates. The minutes were accepted as published. Minutes of the February and March Board of Directors minutes were provided to each member.
Americanism & Patriotism: 10 essays were submitted to Branch 24. Our 1st place, 8th Grade winner, went on to win 2nd place for the East Coast Region.  Our 1st place, 12th Grade winner, also went on to win 2nd place for the East Coast Region.  Congratulations to all applicants.

On March 29th, a NJROTC candidate will receive a FRA medal & certificate presented by PRPEC Claire Purdy.
Membership & Retention: S/M Penny Collins announced the membership numbers: FRA National on Feb 28 had 74,671; Branch 24 has 2069 active members with 9 new joins;  89 are ready to renew; 16 have been terminated; 38 shipmates are past due. Please send your payment when you receive your first reminder slip or join with a lifetime membership. (800)FRA-1924
Bylaws:  PRPEC Paul Dix.  A rules change was presented for Rule 7, 7(c), 7(d).  Motion: what is presented be accepted. Seconded. Approved. by a 2/3 majority vote. S/M Cuthie and S/M Maxey opposed. Changes can viewed on the website.
Health, Welfare and Rehabilitation: S/M Secretary Reed reported that PP Ran Purdy is doing well; after multiple back surgeries we hope to see you back at the Fleet soon.  The Two-Bell Ceremony was conducted in memory of Shipmates who are now serving on the Staff of the Supreme Commander.
Youth Activities. S/M Hoover stated he is still working on finding storage for the Soap Box Derby cars. The Chief’s Mess of the Navy Academy have volunteered to paint a car to resemble a Yard Patrol Craft.
Communications: Motion: That Branch 24 allows National FRA to utilize the emergency fund to pay the retirement settlement. Seconded.  Approved by a 2/3rd’s vote; Shipmate Cuthie abstained.   

Treasurer(s Report. Financial report was provided.  Shipmates found errors.  Shipmates O’Neill and Guerra will be on the budget committee.
Adopt-A-Highway S/M Grady.  Saturday, 26 March.  Weather permitting.
FRC Liason. PP Jack Wainio. The Monthly Sunday Steak Dinner is worth attending.  If you renew your keycard, the new one won’t work until the new fiscal year starts.   Please keep your orange one until it expires.  A new Game Night starts on March 21st.  Anyone may play any of the games available or bring your own for a fun sociable evening.
New Business.  Tricare rates may increase; stay involved in the legislative process.  Regions that did not qualify for Agent Orange coverage may be covered now as the VA has expanded duty locations including ships.
Old Business.  The Booster Roll is still open at $1 per name for the National Convention.

Two Bell Ceremony was conducted in memory of Shipmates now serving on the Staff of the Supreme Commander:
Bryant N. Barden

Thomas Kenny

Thor E. Ostberg

Charles V. Spicer
Good of the Order.   The 1st Annual Ladies Auxiliary Chili Cook-off was very successful and well attended.  The FRA National video was shown.  This is also available on the FRA.org website.  S/M Bonnett provided information on how you may be eligible for a free funeral.
The meeting adjourned at 2111
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