8 November, Branch 24 General Meeting Minutes


The meeting was called to order by S/M President Donald Hoover at 1905.The MAA, David Guerra, introduced and welcomed visiting shipmate National President Jeff Gilmartin, PRPEC Paul Dix, and PRPEC Claire Purdy. After appropriate opening ceremonies, applicants for membership in Branch 24, FRA, were presented at the alter and initiated in the Fleet Reserve Association. Shipmates Ida Guerra, Scott Johnson, Chris Pariseau, Matthew Whitlow, and Gene Haley were introduced to the assembly and welcomed aboard. The BOD minutes for November 21st were accepted and approved as published.  There being no corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting, they were accepted and approved as published.

Treasurer’s Report: The account balances were provided by Shipmate Treasurer Reed. Motion: That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented. Seconded. Approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget: Shipmate O’Neill presented the budget; Line item #9 was approved to be added for $600/year for the FRA24.org website

Youth Activities: S/M Hoover reported that arrangements for the Children’s Christmas Party are on schedule for 11 December from 1-3 p.m. A sign up sheet for participants to the Party is on the bulletin board until Dec. 3rd. Gifts are to be purchased and brought to the Branch Home on by 8p.m. Tuesday, 6 December at which time the gifts will be wrapped; Volunteers are needed to help wrap the gifts and with the party activities on Sunday.  At this time, the FRA/Aux/FRC Soap Box Derby team is looking for storage for their cars.  Please call President Don Hoover if you can help.
Bylaws:  Shipmate PRPEC Dix has completed the Branch operation manual.  It will be posted on the Branch’s website in order to save on printing expenses. 
Americanism/Patriotism:
Branch 24 is prepared for the upcoming Veterans’ Day event at Annapolis Memorial Circle.  Arrangements for our Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Services are on schedule for Tuesday, December 7th at 1100 in the Branch Home.  After the ceremony, the Honor and Remember Flag will be unveiled in the rotunda of the FRC.  The Massing of the Colors was cancelled for this month.
Legislative Services: NTR
Public Relations: Veterans Day Events were posted in the Capital by Shipmate John Holloway
Membership & Retention: S/M Penny Collins reported that membership in the Branch is not meeting our recruiting goal.  Shipmates Dan McGrath & Eric Erickson are contacting members who have let their membership elapse.
Adopt-a-Highway: S/M Grady announced that there will be a community clean-up program on November 12th.  To be on the team, contact the Branch office and leave your phone number, you will get a call weather permitting to help with the designated area trash removal.
Hospitals, Welfare & Rehabilitation: S/M Reed reported that George Dorsey’s wife, Louise, is recovering from a heart event; a get well card was sent upon hearing she was hospitalized.  A thank-you card was received from Mrs. Dorsey for our concern.  

FRC Liaison:  Shipmate Waino stated the Parade of Lights tickets go on sale December 1st.  On X-Mas eve the FRC will host their annual EggNog party from 3-6pm.  Closed Thanksgiving & X-Mas.

OLD BUSINESS:  Shipmate Penny Collins has organized the Branch’s first holiday social on Dec 13th at 7pm; there will be a short business meeting then food and a white elephant gift exchange; bring a $10 non-gendered wrapped gift to participate.  The next CLC meeting will be hosted by Branch 24 January 21st at 1400 in the FRC.  FRA members from the surrounding branches in the area will report on their activities for the year.  All members are welcome to attend.
NEW BUSINESS: An Article from the Washington Post was shared “Thank you for your service” by Phillip Carter published November 4th 2011.
Las Vegas Night will be in March 2012.  The chairman is Shipmate Penny Collins; if you would like to help with this event, please contact her directly.

TWO BELL CEREMONY
The Two Bell Ceremony was conducted in honor of Shipmate FRA Past National President Ed Zerr, now serving on the staff of the Supreme Commander.

GOOD OF THE ORDER
Awards: S/M Keith Henderson received a recruiting award.  
The FRA National President Gilmartin talked and answered questions about the future of FRA and how important it is for FRA members to recruit fellow shipmates.  If you served 1 day enlisted time in the Marines, Navy, or Coast Guard you are eligible!  No organization lobbies more effectively on behalf of your rights of a veteran of the Sea Services!  The FRA is steadfast in the fight to protect and enhance quality-of-life and earned benefits you earned for your service.
ADJOURNMENT: After appropriate closing ceremonies,

the meeting adjourned at 2015.
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Valerie Reed 



Don Hoover

Secretary/Treasurer 


President
S/M President Purdy invited the Chairman of the LA FRA Unit 24 Las Vegas Night, ECR Treasurer, PP Diane Hoover to address the assembly. She thanked the Branch for their assistance and participation in the Unit 24 Las Vegas Night event. She, also invited the Branch members to the Unit 24 Christmas Party on December 5th at 1800 with a cost of $12.00.

S/M President Purdy invited National President Smith to speak to the assembly. He asked that the Shipmates correspond with their congressmen and senators thanking them for their support and approving votes on the legislation regarding TRICARE-for-life and other military benefits in the approved DOD Budget. He answered various questions from the assembly.

The Chairman of the Board of Governors PP Carter announced the opening of nominations for members for the BOG which are to be given to S/M Honke.

Shipmates continued to speak as desired under the good of the order.

Adjournment:
Following appropriate closing ceremonies, the meeting adjourned at
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