



MINUTES OF BRANCH 024





    GENERAL MEETING

11 OCTOBER 2011
Shipmate President Don Hoover called the meeting to order at 1900mj.  S/M MAA David Guerra introduced visiting Shipmates & Guests: PRPEC Claire Purdy, PRPEC Paul Dix, Susan Engel, Ida Guerra.  After appropriate opening ceremonies, the meeting was declared convened.  
The minutes of the preceding meeting, Sept 13, 2011, were provided for review and no Quorum present; no action items were voted on.
The minutes of the BOD meeting, OCT 4, 2011, were provided for review.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Americanism/Patriotism:   

Massing of the Colors will be held on November 13, 2011 at St. Anne’s Church.  If you would like to be a color guard with Claire Purdy, contact her.  We are in need of 3 additional participants.
On the 11th Hour of the 11th Day in the 11th Month, the Annapolis Veteran’s Day will be hosted by Br. 24.  The honorable Mayor Cohen has been invited as the guest speaker and numerous active military and veterans groups will be present.  Come show your support and enjoy provisions afterwards at the FRC.  Help set up for this event; please be at the FRC at 9:30 a.m. of the same morning.
December 7, 2011 is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day at our branch.   If you are a Pearl Harbor Veteran or are a family member and would like to tell your story, please contact the branch as we are looking for a guest speaker for this yearly event.
Audit, Budget and Finance: All committee chairs need to keep records of expenditures and keep them current for budget and audit purposes. The quarterly budget audit is due in December.
Bylaw/Standing Rules:  P. Dix, Chairman, noted that comments are being accepted for updates to the Bylaws and the Standing Rules; deadline Nov. 1st to Dale482@AOL.com.  Revised Bylaws will be handed out at the December meeting, and voted/approved at the January meeting.  
Hospital, Welfare, & Rehabilitation:  Shipmate Bonnett is recovering from the storm damage; when completed he will submit receipts for a proposal for reimbursement from the BMF.  Shipmates who have passed on to the Supreme Commander will be recognized during the 2-bell ceremony.
Legislative Services:  Shipmate Duffy reported that there will be a 3.4-3.7% COLA increase for 2013.  The MD Tax Bill will be reintroduce for the next session.
Membership & Retention:  Chairman Penny Collins noted that there are 2077 total members in Br. 24.  S/M Collins & East Coast Regional President Chris Slawinski have set up a FRA informational booth during the boat shows.  Branch member like the name tags; we will have them upon sign-in during Branch meetings.
Public Relations: Due to Shipmate Holloway’s travel schedule, it would be helpful to have a co-chair for this position.

Youth Activities:  Thanks to Dan & Mary-Ellen McGrath for organizing youth games at the annual Branch 24 picnic.
Contributions:  The Honor & Remember Flag will be hung in the rotunda.  Shipmate Thibodeau donated the frame for the display. 
Adopt-A-Highway:  There will be a clean-up crew organized for November; contact Fred Grady if you want to be included.
FRC Liason: Boat show this week.
Treasurer’s Report:  no bills need to be paid.  Investigate other CD/Bond accounts that would bring a higher interest rate return than what we currently have.  BB&T will charge $10 per account/per month if our total balance drops below $6000.
Communications:  none to report, old business reminders.

TWO BELL CEREMONY:  The Two Bell Ceremony was conducted in memory of the following shipmate now serving on the staff of the Supreme Commander: 

Anna Der-Vartanian
Raymond W. Hine

Unfinished Business: Shipmate Bonnett passed out an official report of the picnic; Congratulations were in order for all that helped.  2 Las Vegas Night Tickets were purchased for Tom Robinson for his help each year for the FRA picnic.  The 84th FRA National Convention is the end of October in Kansas City; rated one of the top 10 cities in the US to vacation at.
NEW BUSINESS: The December Branch meeting will be a Potluck & White Elephant gift exchange of $10 non-gendered gifts.  Please bring a side dish to share as the FRC will provide the main course.  The Children’s X-Mas party will be on December 11th; sign-up sheet is available now on the bulletin board.  A recommendation from the BOD was made to pay the web master $50 a month/$600 a year, new line item (#9).  To be voted on at the next meeting that has a quorum.
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  Shipmates exchanged jokes.
Next Branch Meeting: Will once again be located at the FRC 7p.m. Tuesday, November 8th, 2011.
ADJOURNMENT:  After appropriate closing ceremonies, the meeting adjourned at 2030.
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