



MINUTES OF BRANCH 024





    GENERAL MEETING





      13 SEPTEMBER 2011
Shipmate President Hoover called the meeting to order at 1900.  S/M MAA Keith Henderson introduced visiting Shipmates, PRPEC Claire Purdy, PRPPEC Paul Dix, PRPEC Bob Reynolds .  After appropriate opening ceremonies, the meeting was declared convened.  
Shipmates Alvin Blanks; Anthony Barnes; Albert Reed, Gilbert Smith; Serro Sindeldecker were initiated.  Welcome aboard shipmates!

The minutes of the 9 August 2011 meeting were provided for review. Motion/2nd/approved as published.
Treasurer’s Report:  S/M Treasurer Reed provided end-of-month expenditures and account balances.  Motion/ 2nd/approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Americanism/Patriotism:  Volunteer needed to fill the chairperson position.  

Essay contest being chaired by Claire Purdy and participation by candidates requested.

Donations of small items (snack size and travel toiletries) to be sent overseas to our troops are being accepted by Claire Purdy. 
Massing of the Colors will be held in November; date not known.

November 11, 2011 is Veterans Day arrangements need to be made with the City and participants.
December 7, 2011 is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day at our branch. 

Audit, Budget and Finance:  NTR
Bylaw/Standing Rules:  P. Dix, Chairman, noted that comments are being accepted for updates to the Bylaws and the Standing Rules.

Hospital, Welfare, & Rehabilitation:  Shipmate Jim Cross lost his wife, Sandy.  A card was sent by the BOD, and another card will be sent by the Branch members.  Our condolences are with his family.
Legislative Services:  The Honor & Remember flag will be flown on State grounds on: Armed Forces Day; Memorial Day; 4th of July; Veterans’ Day.  

Congress looking to make budget cuts on all D.O.D.  You are encouraged to write your congressperson.  A form letter is available at FRA.org; print & sign!

Membership & Retention:  Shipmate Collins reported on the FRA National & Branch 24 membership. 

Public Relations: NTR
Youth Activities:  Games for children at the FRA Picnic were provided by Dan & Mary-Ellen McGrath. Soap Box cars were brought by Don Hoover for the children as well.  Penny Collins is involved in the P.G. County Catillion.
Contributions:  See new business.
Adopt-A-Highway:  At last Roadside clean-up, 9 bags of litter were collected.
TWO BELL CEREMONY:  The Two Bell Ceremony was conducted in memory of the following shipmate now serving on the staff of the Supreme Commander:

James Coleman
Unfinished Business: Picnic – fully underway and tickets sales and raffle sales moving nicely. Volunteers still needed for various positions.

There are 3 FRA Conventions that Branch 24 members participate in: East Coast, East Coast Mid-year & The National Convention.  All required submissions have been sent in for the National Convention in October.

NEW BUSINESS: The Retired Enlisted Association (TREA) requested donations to help with their wounded warriors program.  A motion was made for the Branch to purchase 2 tickets to a Bull Roast on October 30th at Le Fontaine Bleu in Glen Burnie and send a representative from Branch 24. 2nd/Approved.  Jack Thibodeau will go to the TREA event.
A motion was made to help the FRC purchase a new microphone (system). 2nd/approved.
GOOD OF THE ORDER: The Auxiliary is hosting Las Vegas Night on November 5th.  You will receive letters in the mail with tickets; please return the stubs with your donation.  Additional tickets are available at the door.
Next Branch Meeting: held at the Moose Lodge in Crownsville, 7pm Tuesday, Oct 11th.

ADJOURNMENT:  After appropriate closing ceremonies, the meeting adjourned at 2120.
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